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It was with an enthusiastic spirit and open mind that Haitian pastors and lay leaders across USA/Canada came to Brooklyn, New York to better equip themselves in order to proclaim Jesus as their Savior and Lord.
It was indeed an eye opener for many of us to learn the declining aspect of membership in Protestant Churches, and the importance to develop strategy to face the world heads on with the reality that Christ is the Savior and King for all. 
It was a marathon weekend divided in two distinctive sessions (evening and morning), and geared to uplift, inspire, educate and motivate our pastors and lay leaders of the new reality we all face as Christians, and how Christ wants us to be the salt and the light of the world.

The Evening Services:
 
The evening services started in a festive atmosphere, spirit filled and anointed. Rev. Art Alexander, Dr. David Nixon, and Dr. Brian Wilson who shared the preaching responsibilities have reminded us of our core value as people of God, and challenged us to allow the Holy Spirit to use us to face the world with the message of hope and love, and to use whatever it takes to reach out and remain connected with next generation in order that we can retransmit the faith that has been passed to us.  All four evening services were exuberant, uplifting, renewing and informative. It was a wonderful time! 

As Dr. Brian Wilson, Southern Florida District Superintendent comments about the convention this way:
“In my first year as DS of the Southern Florida District, I was privileged to be invited to be part of the preaching team for the Conference, along with my predecessor Dr. David Nixon and Dr. Art Alexander, DS of Metro New York.  It is amazing how God weaved together into a beautiful tapestry the messages and teachings prepared around the theme of "Equip to Proclaim".   A highlight for me was the emphasis on holiness and the passing of the baton of church leadership to the next generation.  The Haitian Nazarene church in the USA/Canada is being intentional in designing the life of the church in an inclusive fashion that allows for full participation by the younger generations, and this conference gave those generations tacit permission to lead the church into her future.  Our worship this week in multiple languages, multiple music styles and worship elements, and platform presence by all age groups gave evidence of that commitment.  The future of the church is bright among our Haitian congregations. 

I am deeply grateful to those who planned and prepared for this conference that was edifying, inspiring and motivating to all of us who attended.  May the fire continue to burn across the two countries of our region, and across the transnational bridges that link us with Haiti and with the rest of our global church family


Daily Sessions:
Daily sessions were introduced by Rev. Pascal Permis who reminded each pastor and leader of the 20/20 vision, which is to plant 50 new churches, and the importance to recruit and develop competent, mission mindset, and spirit-filled leaders, who are willing and able to make Christ-like disciples in the nations.
Rev. Permis further reports that his willingness to work with all actors including but not limited to Department of the Multicultural Ministries, District Superintendents, SRT members, Association of Pastors in different districts, French/Creole professors, English training Centers, and pastors of local congregations and interested students to putting in place intentional leadership development that will provide training in French/Creole to Haitian leaders in USA/Canada.
As a result of the 20/20 Vision presentation, questions on literature and personnel were asked.
To the questions of the importance to have more French literature available to congregations across USA, Rev. Permis reported that of many French/Creole books that are available through Casa Nazarena, and seized the opportunity to introduce the Wesley Holiness Digital Library representative, Dr. Tammy Condone, who provide them a wide range of information of ways to access many French literature on line through Wesley Holiness Digital Library.  It was an eye opener to all of us.
     We were blessed to have presenters’ like 1. Dr. Dumerzier Charles, who taught us during his session the importance to be holistically formed and transformed in the image of Christ in order that we can be better proclaimers of the gospel. 2. Dr. David Nixon, who took time to teach on “Equipping pastors who lead well”
In his exposé, he expressed the importance to be leaders who are “Unashamedly devoted to Jesus! Who exude qualities of grace, peacefulness, joy, wisdom, encouragement, & unconditional love”
We owe a lot of gratitude to all of our presenters, Dr. Dumerzier Charles, Dr. David Nixon, Bro. Lionel Latouche, Rebecca Antoine, our evening speakers, Dr. Art Alexander, Dr. Brian Wilson and Dr. David Nixon, and our representatives from the Global Ministry Center, Ms. Carla Lovett, NMI Representative and Dr. Tammy Condone Wesley Holiness Digital Library, who have shared with us a wide range of information.  At the conclusion of the convention, pastors and leaders left spiritually renewed, evangelistically challenged and educationally equipped.  Let us pray that Holy Spirit empower them with the zeal to proclaim the Risen Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.



