Resource 17-1

Bible Quotes and References

Among the works protected by copyright
are dozens of translations and paraphrases of
the Bible. Only the King James Version is in
the Public Domain. Therefore, you should
identify every—repeat—every Bible quotation
in your manuscript, even the KJV.

If you want to get even with your editor,
send in a manuscript with 218 Bible
quotations from 14 different translations with
none of the quotes identified. | promise you
that will set him or her to muttering your
name in conjunction with a long list of “1”
words—"“incompetent, idiot, imbecile,” and
John Wesley’s favorite, “invincible ignorance.”

There are several ways to cite your Bible
references. If all your quotations are from the
New International Version, for example, put
this on the masthead/copyright page: “All
scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible,
New International Version (NIV). Copyright
1973, 1978, 1984 by the International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. All rights reserved.” If
every single Bible quote is from the NIV, then
this notice up front means that you don’t
have to put NIV at the end of each quotation.

If all of your quotes are from the NIV
except a few selected ones from the NKJV and
the NRSV, your footnote should say that all
quotations are from the NIV unless otherwise
noted. Your NKJV and NRSV quotes will be
cited by the initials and a credit line for them
will have to appear somewhere in the
publication.

Some publications include credit lines for
all the translations used up front in the
masthead/copyright/contents section of the
document. All quotes are then followed by the
proper initials: NEB, RSV, etc.

The Nazarene Publishing House Style Book
contains the credit lines for most versions.
Here are some of the most frequently used.

Bible Credit Lines
CEV: From the Contemporary English

Version (CEV). Copyright by the American
Bible Society, 1991, 1992. Used by
permission.

JB: From the Jerusalem Bible (JB),
copyright 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd,
Ltd., and Doubleday, a division of Bantam
Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc. Used
by permission.

NASB: From the American Standard Bible
(NASB), copyright the Lockman Foundation
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973,
1975, 1977, 1995. Used by permission.

NCV: From The Holy Bible, New Century
Bible (NCV), copyright 1987, 1988, 1991 by
Word Publishing, Dallas, Texas 75039. Used
by permission.

NEB: From The New English Bible (NEB).
Copyright by Delegates of the Oxford
University Press and the Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press, 1961, 1970.
Reprinted by permission.

NIV: From the Holy Bible, New
International Version (NIV). Copyright 1973,
1978, 1984 by the International Bible Society.
Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing
House. All rights reserved.

NKJV: From the New King James Version
(NKJV). Copyright 1979, 1980, 1982 Thomas
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission.

NLT: From the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation (NLT), copyright 1996. Used by
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
Wheaton, IL 60189. All rights reserved.

NRSV: From the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the
Division of Education of the National Council
of Churches in the U.S.A. All rights reserved.

TEV: From Today’s English Version (TEV).
Copyright by American Bible Society, 1966,
1971, 1976, 1992. Used by permission.

TM: From The Message (TM). Copyright
1993. Used by permission of NavPress
Publishing Group.

Excerpt from Wesley Tracy. “Quote. .

.Unquote” A Vade Mecum on Copyright Concerns for

Curriculum Writers and Editors of the Resource Institute for International Education, Church of
the Nazarene. Kansas City, MO: RIIE. April 2001. p. 26.
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